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T  II 1  V  L 

THE  OX. 


An  Ox  was  seized  by  (he 
Dogs,  and  brought  to  trial,  lor 
having- gored  his  Driver  in  such  a 
brutal  manner,  in  Smith  field 
Market,  as  caused  his  death. 
His  trial  was  lieid  at  Quadruped 
Court,  Beast  Park,  irear  the  Pe- 
destrian Hotel.  The  LION  sat  as 
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Judg;e.  The  Dogs  offered  them- 
selves as  witnesses,  which  the 
J  u  d a;e  re fn  sed ,  a  s  t h ey  were  th ief- 
takcrs,  and  interested.  Here  th« 
council  too  bewail  to  arrangue, 
which  the  Judjre  would  not  ad- 
mit of;  lie  loicl  them,  indeed,  if 
a  point  of  law  should  arise,  they 
mig'ht  speak  (o  if,  but  he  would 
ha\e  no  witness  brow-beaten  or 
misled  in  that  court. 
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The  Horse  and  Ass  w°re  then 
called  up;  who  deposed,  that 
they  saw  the  Ox  go  to  a  Man 
and  gore  him,  near  Smith  field, 
and  that  his  life  was  despaired  of. 

To  this  the  Ox  pleaded  ig- 
norance, and  said,  that  he  had  been 
ill-used  and  deprived  of  his  senses, 
and  knew  not  what  happened  in 
consequence  thereof;  but,  pro- 
vided that  were  not  the  case,  he 
certain!  j  would  have  lost  his  life 


FOR    RILLING    A    MAN. 


by  the  murdering  Butcher,  who 
deals  death  and  destruction  to 
our  race,  to  procure  subsist -nee 
for  himself  and  family,  by  the 
-:ale  of  our  carcases.  So  now, 
my  lord,,  I  stand  here,  arraigned 
for  the  accidental  offence  of  gor- 
ing; an  inhuman  drover,  whose 
only  business  it  was  to  dispose  of 
me  to  the  keeper  of  the  slaugh- 
ter ilOliai.'. 
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A  Bor.  that  had  been  perch' d 

on   the   Oxes  head,   offered    his 

evidence, — and  deposed,  that  he 

'  had   been   an  eve  witness  of  the 

whole  affair. 

ec  This  poor  Ox,  my  Lord," 
savs  he,  ft  was  taken  from  Ins 
friends  and  relations  in  the  coun- 
try, where  he  led  a  peaceful  in- 
nocent life,  and  put  under  the 
ca  *e  <f  a  cruel  and  inhuman 
drover,  who  pricked  him  all  the 
wav  to  London,  with  a  nail  at 
the  erd  of  a  pole;  -Mid  when  lie 
was  lame,  and  unable  to  \\alk  .so 


1'OK   KILLING  THE  DROTF.R 


fast  as  I  lie  savage  driver  designed, 
lie  heat  him  about  he  legs,  with 
a  stick,  with  a  great  knob  at  the 
end  of  it,  which  still  made  him 
more  lame.  \\  hen  he  came  to 
Sn vith field ,  he  stood,  with  his 
head  tied  on  the  rail?,  from  4 
o'clock  on  Mono  a  \  inor  ing,  (i!i 
S  on  \londav  ni^flit,  which  was 
sixteen  hours,  when  the  anguish 
lie  was  in  ailected  his  head  so 
much,  that  he  lost  hjs  senses,  and 
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committed  the  art  for  \vhich  lie 
stands  indicted.  Who  is  to  blam:\ 
my  Lord?  It  is  true,  the  Man  lost 
his  life,  hut  the  innocent  Ox  is 
not  to  suffer  for  it:  because  from 
iii  treatment  the  Ox  had  lo»t  his 
senses,  and  therefore  could  not 
he  accountable  for  his  actions. 
Those  are  too  blame,  inv  Lord, 
\vho  encourage  drivers  in  such 
acts  of  inhumanity  ;  and  sillier 
a  market  for  wild  and  m  i;i  bea^s 
to  he  held  in  the  middle  of  a 
large  and  opulent  city  :  do  you 
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think  the  queen  of  my  hive  would 
suffer  us  to  bring  home  what  we 
make  boot  upon?  No,  in  order  to 
prevent  mischief  and  confusion, 
we  prepare  our  meat  before  we 
are  let  into  the  city,  and  so  would 
these  people,  had  they  half  the 
sense  they  pretend  to  have!" 

Then  the  Judge  interrogated 
several  other  witnesses,  who  cor- 
roborated the  fact  of  the  former, 
and  the  Bear,  as  counsel,  cross- 
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examined  them,  in  a  mild  and 
IV send  I  v  manner,  so  as  not  to 
confhse  their  evidence. 

Then  the  Tiger  arose,  and 
having  c<wiinianded  silence, spoke 
as  follows: 

"  Gchilcmcn  of  the  Jury, 

You  hear  what  a  distinct  and 
clear  evidence  the  Bee  lias  i>-iven, 
in  behalf  of  the  prisoner,  and  von 
seem  sensible  of  the  truth  of  it. 
'Tisu  mazing that  mankind  should 
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complain  of  cruelty  in  animais, 
when  their  own  minds  are  pro- 
ductive of  such  scenes  of  inhu- 
manity: Are  not  the  Ox  and  o  IUT 
creatures  murdered  for  their  emo- 
lument ?  Are  not  we  hunted  to 
death  for  their  amusement,  as 
well  as  the  Stag-  and  the  Hare? 
Are  not  the  Bees  burnt,  and  their 
lip  uses  plundered  for  tb?ir  use  ? 
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\Vliat  have  you  Mr.  Horse,  for 
carrying*  the  boobies  on  vour 
back,  but  stripes  and  ill  treat- 
ment ?  And  what  have  you,  Mr. 
Ass,  who  are  their  nurse  and  doe- 
tor,  but  lashes  and  ill  language? 
Man,  the  two  legged  Tiger  man, 
is  the  most  ungrateful  of  beasts/' 
Then  the  Judge  recapitulated 
the  evidence,, w hich  appeared  too 
clear  to  admit  of  a  doubt,  that 
the  pour  Ox  was  pricked  and 
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eaJ  en  iu  a  inoi?t  inhuman  man- 
IMT,  b\  the  dro\er,  and  th;i(  bciiig- 
(!n\eii  titles  par  a  I  Ton  b\  the  cruel 
ticatpu'i;!,,  lie  tiinied  Midcuiilv 
nuaici,  and  gored  ihe  lu%ant- 
!  e'irled  I)ro\cr.  U;poii  whjclij 
the  Jury  relumed  a  I \-rdict  of 

Mari&lfrughter.    and    tl;e    Judii^ 

* 
lotted  liitn   a   Blade    of  Gra;-.x. 

ordered  him  to  he  Imprisoned 
an  Hour,  and  tlien  Jbibchargcd 
him,  amid  general  ac  el  am  at  ions. 
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L  {/on  v\iiu-iij  UieCock.  clapped 
hi»  Nviitg*.^  and  crowed  applause 
lo  the  \eidict ;  and  the  spectators 
departed,  perfectly  satisfied  \\ith 
the  sentence. 

THE    END. 
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